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of firms with less than 25 workers. Be-
cause they lack bargaining leverage,
some small businesses pay 18 percent
more than larger businesses with the
same health insurance.

If H.R. 3962, the Affordable Health
Care Act for America, is enacted, small
businesses will be able to find afford-
able health insurance coverage in the
health insurance exchange.

Under the legislation, businesses
with up to 100 employees will be able to
join the health insurance exchange,
benefiting from group rates and a
greater choice of insurers. There are
16,600 small businesses in the district I
represent that will be able to join that
health insurance exchange.

H.R. 3962 will allow small businesses
with 26 employees or less and average
wages of less than $40,000 to qualify for
tax credits up to 50 percent of the cost
of providing health insurance. There
are 14,600 small businesses in our Texas
district that will qualify for these cred-
its. That’s why it’s important we pass
health care.

———
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mr. GERLACH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition to the Democrats’
most recent health care reform pro-
posal. Frankly, it’s a bad bill that
keeps getting worse and worse. Not
only will it cost over $1.2 trillion over
10 years, it continues the typical Dem-
ocrat model of huge tax increases on
individuals and small business owners,
and it will devastate our seniors’ Medi-
care Advantage program.

Under the latest bill, it will now
begin taxing our medical device manu-
facturers, of which there are 600 such
companies in Pennsylvania employing
nearly 20,000 people. That tax will do
nothing but cut jobs, increase prices,
and stifle new product innovation for
an industry who wants to grow and
prosper in the face of increasing Euro-
pean competition.

If this bill is the best reform this
body can produce, it is a sad com-
mentary, indeed, on the Democrats’
professed willingness to achieve a com-
monsense, bipartisan solution to this
most pressing issue.

———

HEALTH INSURANCE COMPANY
PROTECTION ACT

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Well,
it’s finally here. The long-promised Re-
publican health care bill was rolled out
Tuesday night. Republicans controlled
Congress from 1994 to 2006, so you could
say that we’ve actually waited 15 years
for their bill. But after 15 years of
waiting, the Republican bill maintains
the status quo and allows insurance
companies to continue engaging in un-
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fair practices that boost their profits
at the expense of the American con-
sumer.

Indeed, the Republican plan amounts
to a ‘‘health insurance company pro-
tection act’ and shows once and for all
that Republicans don’t want real re-
form and will fight to protect the sta-
tus quo every step of the way. At least
it’s consistent with their message of
“no.” Does it cover 96 percent of the
American public? No. Does it end deni-
als because of a preexisting condition?
No. Does it emphasize wellness and pre-
vention? No. Does it rein in health care
costs? No.

The Republican health insurance
company protection act, it says ‘‘no”
to Americans and ‘‘yes” to insurance
company CEOs.

————

IT’S TIME FOR ALL PEOPLE TO
HAVE ACCESS TO INSURANCE

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, the time has
come—it is long past time—that we
should pass health care reform.

I know there is a lot of influence that
is passing out a lot of information that
is not true. We are not cutting Medi-
care. We are rearranging it so that it
can cover more people, but there is no
cut in services.

It’s so easy to say things that are not
true, to have scare tactics. Actually,
all we have to do is try to understand
the bill and tell the truth.

The people of this Nation want this
change. It is time for the change. It is
time for all people to have access to in-
surance. All the people—47 million, or
whatever—that are not insured now
could very well be insured if the insur-
ance companies would insure them and
allow them to use the insurance. That
is not happening.

We have to think of another way.
And the insurance companies can still
live, but hopefully with some competi-
tion.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2868, CHEMICAL FACILITY
ANTI-TERRORISM ACT OF 2009

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 885 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 885

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2868) to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to extend,
modify, and recodify the authority of the
Secretary of Homeland Security to enhance
security and protect against acts of ter-
rorism against chemical facilities, and for
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other purposes. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived
except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of
rule XXI. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 90 minutes
equally divided among and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Homeland Security, the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. In lieu of the amendments in
the nature of a substitute recommended by
the Committees on Homeland Security and
Energy and Commerce now printed in the
bill, it shall be in order to consider as an
original bill for the purpose of amendment
under the five-minute rule the amendment
in the nature of a substitute printed in part
A of the report of the Committee on Rules
accompanying this resolution. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against that amendment in the nature of a
substitute are waived except those arising
under clause 10 of rule XXI. Notwithstanding
clause 11 of rule XVIII, no amendment to
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed
in part B of the report of the Committee on
Rules. Each amendment may be offered only
in the order printed in the report, may be of-
fered only by a Member designated in the re-
port, shall be considered as read, shall be de-
batable for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question. All
points of order against such amendments are
waived except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI. At the conclusion of consider-
ation of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. The Chair may entertain a motion
that the Committee rise only if offered by
the chair of the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity or his designee. The Chair may not
entertain a motion to strike out the enact-
ing words of the bill (as described in clause
9 of rule XVIII).

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time
through the legislative day of November 7,
2009, for the Speaker to entertain motions
that the House suspend the rules. The Speak-
er or her designee shall consult with the Mi-
nority Leader or his designee on the designa-
tion of any matter for consideration pursu-
ant to this section.

[ 1030

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, for purposes of debate only, I
yield the customary 30 minutes to my
friend, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART). All time
yielded during consideration of the rule
is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 legislative days in which to
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